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CONTENT AREA(S): Social Studies

COURSE/GRADE LEVEL(S):

I. Course Overview

The Social Studies curriculum in the 5
the basic narrative of US History from colonization through the Civil War.  Through active 
experiences that engage student interest through 
grade social studies promotes students’ 
interpretations of key events and/or issues in 
motivations of different groups of people.  Students also explore the roots of American culture and 
manner in which it was built from different traditions and practices.   to create basic ideals of democracy

II. Units of Study  

Unit 1 - Three Worlds Meet
Unit 2 - Colonization and Settlement (1585
Unit 3 - Revolution and the New Nation (1754
Unit 4 – The New Nation (1783
Unit 5 – Expansion, Reform and Manifest Destiny (1801
Unit 6 - Civil War and Reconstruction (1850

III. Learning Objectives

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American h
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Eras
Colonization and Settlement
Revolution and the New Nation
Expansion and Reform
Civil War and Reconstruction
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Social Studies

: America’s Past / 5th Grade

Social Studies curriculum in the 5th grade is designed to provide students with an understanding of 
the basic narrative of US History from colonization through the Civil War.  Through active 

engage student interest through developmentally-appropriate and meaningful 
grade social studies promotes students’ social/emotional and cognitive growth.  Students 
interpretations of key events and/or issues in US history while exploring different experiences, beliefs and 

ups of people.  Students also explore the roots of American culture and 
manner in which it was built from different traditions and practices.   to create basic ideals of democracy

Three Worlds Meet
Settlement (1585-1763)

Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)
The New Nation (1783-1801)
Expansion, Reform and Manifest Destiny (1801-1861)
Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:

History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and 
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
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6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21
All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world.

Social Studies Skills

Chronological Thinking
 Construct timelines of the events occurring 
 Explain how major events are related to one another in time.

Spatial Thinking 
 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, 

regions, and environments.
 Use maps and other documents to expl

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems.
Critical Thinking 

 Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events
 Assess the credibility of sour

generated information.
Presentation Skills

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 
a written and/or oral format.

8.1 Educational Technology
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge.

A. Technology Operations and Concepts
B. Creativity and Innovation
C. Communication and Collaboration
D. Digital Citizenship
E. Research and Information Literacy
F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making

IV. Essential Questions

Unit 1 - Three Worlds Meet

Native Americans 
• Is the time spent trying to figure out how people lived in times before written history worth it? 

figure out? How can we be sure we really know what happened? Why bother?
• How do we know how people lived in time periods before there was a written history?
• Why do people leave their homeland to live somewhere else?
• Is it better to stay in the same place and make the best life you can, or go somewhere else in the hope you’ll have a 

better life?  
• Did Native Americans have a better reason to migrate to North America 12,000 years ago than Europeans did 600 

years ago? 
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6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century
All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras.
Explain how major events are related to one another in time.

Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, 
regions, and environments.
Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems.

Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events
Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer

Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 
a written and/or oral format.

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge.

A. Technology Operations and Concepts

C. Communication and Collaboration

E. Research and Information Literacy
F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making

Native Americans before European Exploration
Is the time spent trying to figure out how people lived in times before written history worth it? 
figure out? How can we be sure we really know what happened? Why bother?

n time periods before there was a written history?
Why do people leave their homeland to live somewhere else?
Is it better to stay in the same place and make the best life you can, or go somewhere else in the hope you’ll have a 

ericans have a better reason to migrate to North America 12,000 years ago than Europeans did 600 
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value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, 

ain the historical migration of people, expansion and 

ces by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-

Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 

Is the time spent trying to figure out how people lived in times before written history worth it? Is it too difficult to 

Is it better to stay in the same place and make the best life you can, or go somewhere else in the hope you’ll have a 

ericans have a better reason to migrate to North America 12,000 years ago than Europeans did 600 
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• Why did the first Native Americans travel to North America?
• Do environmental resources and climate shape different cultures more than people do?
• How did different groups of Native Americans adapt to different environments and available resources in North 

America?

• Were the Americas "discovered" or were they conquered? 
• Why did European countries first explore than compete for 
• Why do nations explore other lands?
• Why leave home?
• Would the incentives that made settlers take a long dangerous trip to a wilderness 5,000 miles away from their 

home and everyone they know be enough for us to do the sam
• What were the obstacles and accomplishments 
• How do we decide who owns land and who doesn’t?
• How did the American Indians and Europeans interact with each other?

Unit 2 - Colonization and Settlement (1585

• Why did Europeans establish colonies in North America?
• What are some similarities and differences among the early English settlements of Roanoke, Jamestown, and 

Plymouth?
• Some of the early settlers felt that God had "paved the way" for their bei

that supported that feeling? What evidence didn’t?
• How did Native Americans help Europeans to successfully create early settlements in North America such as 

Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth?
• Should the Native Americans have helped Europeans to successfully create early settlements in North America or 

resisted them from the start?
• How do people react to strangers?

• How did climate, geographic features, available resources and the way
regions from each other?

• How did people use the natural resources of their region to earn a living?
• Why did settlers in the colonies need to establish a government, a culture, and a way of life in order to be

successful?

Unit 3 - Revolution and the New Nation (1754

• How did Great Britain impose political and economic control over the colonies?
• What steps did Great Britain take to increase control over its colonies?
• Why did some colonists become dissatisfied with Great Britain’s control over the colonies while others did not?

• What ideas/philosophies about government, freedom and democracy were expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence?

• Although the Americans won the war, were they justified in starting it?
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Why did the first Native Americans travel to North America?
Do environmental resources and climate shape different cultures more than people do?

w did different groups of Native Americans adapt to different environments and available resources in North 

European Exploration
Were the Americas "discovered" or were they conquered? 
Why did European countries first explore than compete for power and wealth in North America?

Would the incentives that made settlers take a long dangerous trip to a wilderness 5,000 miles away from their 
home and everyone they know be enough for us to do the same thing?

and accomplishments faced by the explorers?

How do we decide who owns land and who doesn’t?

How did the American Indians and Europeans interact with each other?

Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763)

The Early Settlements
Why did Europeans establish colonies in North America?
What are some similarities and differences among the early English settlements of Roanoke, Jamestown, and 

Some of the early settlers felt that God had "paved the way" for their being here. What evidence did they find here 
What evidence didn’t?

How did Native Americans help Europeans to successfully create early settlements in North America such as 
Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth?

cans have helped Europeans to successfully create early settlements in North America or 

British Colonies in North America
How did climate, geographic features, available resources and the way of life of the colonists distinguish the three 

How did people use the natural resources of their region to earn a living?
Why did settlers in the colonies need to establish a government, a culture, and a way of life in order to be

Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)

Resistance to British rule
How did Great Britain impose political and economic control over the colonies?
What steps did Great Britain take to increase control over its colonies?

some colonists become dissatisfied with Great Britain’s control over the colonies while others did not?

Declaring Independence
What ideas/philosophies about government, freedom and democracy were expressed in the Declaration of 

Americans won the war, were they justified in starting it?
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• Were the colonists justified in declaring independence and waging war against Great Britain to gain it?
• How did the political viewpoints of the Patriots prevail (win) against the viewpoints of the 

people who were neutral?
• Would you have been a patriot or loyalist?

• What helped the Americans win the Revolution against the strongest Army in the world?
• Who were some key individuals in the Revolutionary War and 

deserve their fame?
• Why are some historical figures remembered while others are not?
• What were some of the key events that occurred during the Revolutionary War period?
• What is a “key event” or “turning point’?

Unit 4 – The New Nation (1783-1801)
 Could the United States have survived under the Articles of Confederation?
 What is a democracy?
 Who wrote and who voted on the Constitutions?  Who did not?
 Who had access to the rights of citizenship, who did not?
 Can a society provide freedom to its citizens at the same time it provides order and 
 Can a new country be formed without any conflict or is conflict inevitable?
 How does the Constitution prevent any one branch of the 
 Does the system of checks and balances in the Constitution provide us with and an effective and efficient 

government or do checks and balances make our government run too slowly?
 How did the writers of the Constitution create a strong federal government while protecting the rights of states and 

individuals?
 Does the state or federal government have a greater effect on our lives?
 Which level of government can best solve problems?
 Why did Americans feel they needed to protect their rights?
 How are the needs of individuals, groups, and society met through the Bill of Rights?

Unit 5 – Expansion, Reform and Manifest Destiny (1801

 What is Manifest Destiny and how did it 
 Should groups of people have a “right” to own land?
 What territories were acquired by the US between 1801 and 1861 and how were they acquired? 
 What methods were used by the United States to expand its territory before the Civil War? 
 Are there “right” and “wrong” ways to expand a country?
 How did the migration of settlers affect the lives of the settlers and the lives of the Native Americans?
 What conflicts resulted from the clashes between Native peoples and new settlers?
 Would Americans be better off if they never expanded westward?
 Would the Native Americans have been better off if Americans never expanded westward?

 How did machinery contribute to American’s growth and westward expansion?
 How did new inventions enable people to create and ship goods, and travel more efficiently? 
 Did the inventions of the early 1800s change people’s lives more than the inventions 
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Were the colonists justified in declaring independence and waging war against Great Britain to gain it?
How did the political viewpoints of the Patriots prevail (win) against the viewpoints of the Loyalists and the 

Would you have been a patriot or loyalist?

The Revolutionary War
What helped the Americans win the Revolution against the strongest Army in the world?
Who were some key individuals in the Revolutionary War and what did they do to gain their fame?  Do they 

Why are some historical figures remembered while others are not?
What were some of the key events that occurred during the Revolutionary War period?
What is a “key event” or “turning point’?  How can we identify them?

Could the United States have survived under the Articles of Confederation?

Who wrote and who voted on the Constitutions?  Who did not?
tizenship, who did not?

Can a society provide freedom to its citizens at the same time it provides order and security?
Can a new country be formed without any conflict or is conflict inevitable?
How does the Constitution prevent any one branch of the federal government from becoming too powerful?
Does the system of checks and balances in the Constitution provide us with and an effective and efficient 
government or do checks and balances make our government run too slowly?

stitution create a strong federal government while protecting the rights of states and 

Does the state or federal government have a greater effect on our lives?
Which level of government can best solve problems?

ed to protect their rights?
How are the needs of individuals, groups, and society met through the Bill of Rights?

Expansion, Reform and Manifest Destiny (1801-1861)

Manifest Density and Settling the West
What is Manifest Destiny and how did it change the United States?
Should groups of people have a “right” to own land?
What territories were acquired by the US between 1801 and 1861 and how were they acquired? 
What methods were used by the United States to expand its territory before the Civil War? 
Are there “right” and “wrong” ways to expand a country?
How did the migration of settlers affect the lives of the settlers and the lives of the Native Americans?

t conflicts resulted from the clashes between Native peoples and new settlers?
Would Americans be better off if they never expanded westward?
Would the Native Americans have been better off if Americans never expanded westward?

Machinery and Manifest Density
How did machinery contribute to American’s growth and westward expansion?
How did new inventions enable people to create and ship goods, and travel more efficiently? 
Did the inventions of the early 1800s change people’s lives more than the inventions of today?

4
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What territories were acquired by the US between 1801 and 1861 and how were they acquired? 

How did the migration of settlers affect the lives of the settlers and the lives of the Native Americans?

of today?
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Unit 6 - Civil War and Reconstruction (1850

 How did cultural, economic, and constitutional issues create such bitter divisions between the North and the South 
that they led to the Civil War?

 How did the institution of slavery affect the 
and judicial decisions.

 What were the reasons why states succeeded from the United States and others did not?
 When is it better to compromise and when is it not?
 Why is the Civil War a defining moment in American History?
 What events happened during the Civil War and what impact did they have?
 Is there such a thing as a "just" war?
 How did the argument over slavery in the context of territorial expansion lead to compromises and conflic

between states rights advocates and the federal government?
 What were the strengths and weaknesses of the north and south that determined successes and failures in the war?
 How did the Civil War bring an end to slavery and preserve the Union at what terr
 How did political struggle, accomplishments, and failures of Reconstruction in the years following the Civil War 

continued to challenge state and federal relations, especially the South’s relations with America?
 How did Reconstruction delay blacks’ achievement of full civil rights?
 Did the Civil War change the north or the south the most?
 How did the lives of African Americans in the south change after the Civil War and stay the same?

V. Key Performance and Benchmark Tasks

Project-based Assessment
 Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in mock trials, historic role plays, debates and other project

based assessments.  Student performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of projects and outlin
standards of performance for each.

Class participation and graded discussion
 Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in class dialogue and collaboration in addition to guided 

discussions.  Performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements 
performance of each.

 Discussion and analysis demonstrated through 

Unit Tests, Formative and Summative Assessment
 Content knowledge demonstrated on homework

tools such as short answer, identification questions and descriptive essays.
 Content knowledge and understanding demonstrated by application of social studies concepts and historical 

understandings in thesis essays and projects.

VI. Instructional Materials

Text Reading Sources

Text Reading Sources
History Alive! – Americas Past
Teachers Curriculum Institute, 2010

Secondary Source Supplemental Readings
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Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

How did cultural, economic, and constitutional issues create such bitter divisions between the North and the South 

How did the institution of slavery affect the entire country indirectly and directly with social, political, economic, 

What were the reasons why states succeeded from the United States and others did not?
When is it better to compromise and when is it not?

a defining moment in American History?
What events happened during the Civil War and what impact did they have?

How did the argument over slavery in the context of territorial expansion lead to compromises and conflic
between states rights advocates and the federal government?
What were the strengths and weaknesses of the north and south that determined successes and failures in the war?
How did the Civil War bring an end to slavery and preserve the Union at what terrible costs?
How did political struggle, accomplishments, and failures of Reconstruction in the years following the Civil War 
continued to challenge state and federal relations, especially the South’s relations with America?

cks’ achievement of full civil rights?
Did the Civil War change the north or the south the most?
How did the lives of African Americans in the south change after the Civil War and stay the same?

V. Key Performance and Benchmark Tasks

Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in mock trials, historic role plays, debates and other project
erformance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of projects and outlin

Class participation and graded discussion
Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in class dialogue and collaboration in addition to guided 
discussions.  Performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of discussion and outlining standards of 

and analysis demonstrated through participation in online forums discussions and collaborative glossaries

Unit Tests, Formative and Summative Assessments and Final Exam
Content knowledge demonstrated on homework, unit quizzes and tests that include elements of traditional assessment 
tools such as short answer, identification questions and descriptive essays.
Content knowledge and understanding demonstrated by application of social studies concepts and historical 

s and projects.

Americas Past
Teachers Curriculum Institute, 2010

Secondary Source Supplemental Readings and Media:
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How did cultural, economic, and constitutional issues create such bitter divisions between the North and the South 

entire country indirectly and directly with social, political, economic, 

How did the argument over slavery in the context of territorial expansion lead to compromises and conflict 

What were the strengths and weaknesses of the north and south that determined successes and failures in the war?

How did political struggle, accomplishments, and failures of Reconstruction in the years following the Civil War 
continued to challenge state and federal relations, especially the South’s relations with America?

How did the lives of African Americans in the south change after the Civil War and stay the same?

Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in mock trials, historic role plays, debates and other project-
erformance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of projects and outlining 

Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in class dialogue and collaboration in addition to guided 
and outlining standards of 

and collaborative glossaries

include elements of traditional assessment 

Content knowledge and understanding demonstrated by application of social studies concepts and historical 
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Selected articles from 
other media.

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CHATHAMS
CURRICULUM PROFILE

5th Grade Social Studies – Americas Past

Selected articles from newspapers, magazines, teacher-reviewed online source
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s, book excerpts and 


